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Breaksea Nest Project.

The creative team at Breaksea invites your school to join us as we
explore the question "How do you find your sense of home?"

The NEST is a collaborative interactive artwork presented as part of the
Breaksea Festival Oct-Nov 2021 and led by visual artist Jen Mitchell.

The Breaksea team is partnering with students from the Spirit of Play
Community School in Denmark and local schools across the Great
Southern to create a nest that represents how we find our sense of home.

This interactive artwork will be presented as part of the Breaksea Festival.
The Nest will be exhibited and interacted with at the AEC in November.
The Nest will run alongside performances of The Caretaker of Lost Selves
and View From the Magpie’s Nest, Albany Entertainment Centre
November 26th 2021.

Ways to Engage
Your students have the opportunity to add their own thoughts to this art
installation by sending in a poetry stick on which they each answer the
question: “How do you find your sense of home?”

Watch the beautiful film created by Rob Castiglione and Jen Mitchell as an
introduction on the breaksea website https://www.breaksea.org/thenest

The following questions could be used to stimulate ideas for the
Poetry Stick:

What does home mean for you?
What does home feel like?
What does home look like?
What does home taste like?
What does home smell like?
What colour is home?

Materials:

Sticks – approximately 30 - 50 cm long
Permanent markers, preferably white or silver
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Background for discussion:

This exhibition is based on the collaborative community project A
View From the Magpie’s Nest, undertaken between 2020 and 2021.

It explores concepts of identity and belonging; as a magpie builds
its nest from the found materials in its environment, so too do we
construct our sense of who we are through the

experiences,
memories,
objects we collect, and
stories that we tell ourselves, both individually and

collectively.

It may also be helpful for older students to reflect on the creative theme
for A View from the Magpie’s Nest:

In our super-diverse communities we are all faced with the task of
formulating a version of our identity and home from the diverse
cultural experiences we are inspired to adopt or are compelled to
maintain. We do this like a magpie weaves a nest, with lots of
different materials, scraps and shiny things. However, what differs
from tree to tree, and nest to nest - is the view. How did you make
your nest, do you like the view, and what kind of things can you do
to create a communal nest or a shared sense of home amongst your
family and friends?

Discussion points:

● This nest will be constructed in Spring (Noongar season of
Djilba), when the magpies and other birds are busy building
their nests. What do you think home means to the wildlife in
this season of nesting and preparing for young life?

● Everyone has a different vision of what ‘home’ means. For
some it is a place, a natural environment, family, or a feeling
of peace deep inside. What does home mean for you?

● When you are ready, answer the question “How do you
construct your sense of home” and write it on the stick you
have selected.

● The sticks will be woven into a big nest which will be exhibited
at the Albany Entertainment Centre.
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● Collect the sticks and deliver them to:
Albany Entertainment Centre

Drop off between the 19th October to the 26th of November
2021 during opening hours (10am to 5pm). Contact us if you
are keen to bring your class down to assist with placing the
sticks and we may be able to book a time with you to do this.
There is also an option to bring your students to a
performance of Caretaker of Lost Selves and View from the
Magpie’s Nest and place the sticks on the Nest before the
show. There is a special student ticket price!
$12.00 School groups (10+) One complimentary ticket per 10 tickets purchased

For group bookings phone (08) 6212 9291 or email groups@ptt.wa.gov.au
More information on the show here
https://www.breaksea.org/breakseafestivalalbany2021

The Nest will be part of an exhibition from the 29 October - 26
November. The nest will be installed on the 26th of October
and sticks will be continually added throughout the exhibition
including on performance day.

Thanks for working with us! If you have any questions please contact
marianthe@breaksea.org

See poetry ideas on the next page!

mailto:groups@ptt.wa.gov.au
mailto:marianthe@breaksea.org


b       r       e       a       k       s       e       a
breaking     the     sea     of     silence

www.breaksea.org

Poetry Ideas / Activities

Step 1
Have a group conversation exploring the question "How do you find
your sense of home?". You can use the additional questions above to
get the conversation going.

Step 2
With a blank A4 sheet of paper create a word cloud with all the words that
come to mind from the questions. Work in pairs and share your clouds.

Step 3
Use the above word cloud as inspiration to write as much as you can in 5
minutes about the question. It can be rough and does not need perfect
punctuation.

Step 4
Black out words with a texta leaving the words that can still be seen as a
poem. Find out more about “Blackout” poetry here.

Step 5
Either transfer the poem directly to the stick or refine a little further.

Thank you to the following organisations for supporting the
Breaksea Festival!

https://www.teachkidsart.net/the-art-of-blackout-poetry/

